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IPC FI 
* Subdivision of IPC
* Assigned in view of the claims
* Annual revision in accordance 
   with IPC
* Backlog reclassification 

X01B 31/00

X01B 31/20

X01B 31/00

・X01B 31/00 301

・X01B 31/00 302 

・X01B 31/00 302  A

・X01B 31/00 302  Z

X01B 31/20

・X01B 31/20 A

・X01B 31/20 ZSubdivision

(Unique FI)

What is FI?

Japan Patent Office

Subdivision

(Unique FI)

Extension symbol
・ 3-digit numbers
・ after IPC symbol

File discrimination symbol
・ single letter from “A” to “Z”
・ after IPC symbol or
extension symbol

Further subdivisions

 of IPC subgroups

FI having these symbols
 = Unique FI

(Subdivision of IPC)



1/00 1/02 1/04 1/06 1/082/00 2/02 2/04 2/06

What is F-term?
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Relationship among IPC, FI, Theme and F-term

1/00 1/02 1/04 1/06 1/082/00 2/02 2/04 2/06

A B C Z 101 102 A B Z A B
301

A

301

B
Z A B C Z A B C Z

F-term theme

with F-term list

FI theme

without F-term list

FI

Theme

1/00-1/08 AA00 AA01 AA02 AA03

AA12 AA13

BB00 BB01 BB03

CA00 CA01 CA02 CA03

CB00 CB01 CB02 CB03

The F-term hierarchy can be developed 

independently of IPC!

Theme 

Viewpoints are
independent

from IPC

F-term 

FI

F-term

IPC

subdivision

IPC
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FI/F-term Revision in FY2024

JPO carries out FI/F-term revision every year.
- New FI and F-terms are created

- Unused FI and F-terms are deleted

➢FI revision: 300 main groups(2025.01)

➢F-term revision: 18 themes(2024.04)

FI: https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/gaiyo/seido-bunrui/f_i_kaisei.html
F-term: https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/gaiyo/seido-bunrui/theme_kaihai.html

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/gaiyo/seido-bunrui/f_i_kaisei.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/gaiyo/seido-bunrui/theme_kaihai.html
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FI Reclassification Methods

➢Reclassification using search logical expression

➢Reclassification by humans

➢Reclassification by Machine learning

→ Queries combining classification symbols and text
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FI Revision Schedule

Jan. Jun. Jan.

FI revision and new IPC publication at the same time.

2024 2025

FI revision schedule

Jan.
Jun.

Jan.
IPC/RWG 51st

IPC schedule

IPC/RWG 52nd

New IPC publication
(IPC2025)

New IPC publication
(IPC2024)

IPC/RWG 50th

FI revision 
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IPC-FI-CPC Scheme Parallel Viewer

http://www.jpo.go.jp/cgi/cgi-bin/search-portal/narabe_tool_e/narabe_e.cgi

FI CPCIPC

Already Updated: IPC Ver.2025.01, FI Ver.2025.01, CPC Ver.2025.01

http://www.jpo.go.jp/cgi/cgi-bin/search-portal/narabe_tool_e/narabe_e.cgi
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New IPC-FI-CPC Scheme Parallel Viewer

https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/general/searchportal/cgi-bin/search-portal/narabe_tool/narabe_menu_en.html

Already Updated: IPC Ver.2025.01, FI Ver.2025.01, CPC Ver.2025.01

https://www.jpo.go.jp/support/general/searchportal/cgi-bin/search-portal/narabe_tool/narabe_menu_en.html
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New IPC-FI-CPC Scheme Parallel Viewer
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WIPO’s List of Candidate Areas
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Thank you!
If you have any question, 

please email me at PA0L10@jpo.go.jp  

or ask JPO colleagues!

mailto:PA0L10@jpo.go.jp
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